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John 17:1-11a Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Give glory
to your son, so that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all people,
so that your son may give eternal life to all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they
should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you
on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with
you, with the glory that I had with you before the world began. I revealed your name to those
whom you gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because
the words you gave to me I have given to them, and they accepted them and truly understood
that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray
for the world but for the ones you have given me, because they are yours, and everything of
mine is yours and everything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified in them. And now I
will no longer be in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you.”
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Cycle A 7th Sunday of Easter

Gospel Glimpses

7th Sunday of Easter
Jn17:1-11a

Do you belong?

We learn as little children to separate the
world into groups of alike and different. Some
things belong together, others don’t. It’s an
important concept this belonging. As children
and adults we want to feel accepted, to belong
within our family, our schools, at our jobs,
among our friends. If we don’t feel that open
acceptance we withdraw painfully, labeling
ourselves different, other, unwanted.

Today’s gospel celebrates the fact that
every one of us belongs to Jesus. With a
proclamation of power and love, Jesus
claimed us, stamped us as His eternally. We
belong to the Father and to Jesus,
unconditionally accepted into His family,
without fear of rejection. What a gift it is to
belong, and how wondrous to have a Father
and a Savior choose us eternally. When the
world rejects you and you feel cast out, don’t
be sorrowful. Instead, ask yourself this
question: Where do 1 belong? The answer:
with God.
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